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Unit 6 Project Example: Tablets for SAISD Students
Steve Smith

Kaplan University
Please note that this is a sample Unit 6 Project to help inspire and guide your own original writing of the assignment. Be sure to review the assignment instructions and grading rubric, complete each task in the instructions, and contact the instructor with any questions.

Technology: A Boon or a Curse for Education?
While innovators like Microsoft founder Bill Gates and Khan Academy’s Salman Khan promote technology as a way to provide teachers with the tools they need to motivate, challenge, and support students, others claim that technology is not the key to reforming the nation’s educational system. Some voice concerns that technology costs too much to make the investment advisable, while others fret that technology will dehumanize education. Such concerns ignore the steep costs schools already pay to textbook publishers and the ways that technology can actually personalize education. 

Cost is certainly always a factor when school districts decide what changes could most affect student outcomes, and technology is not cheap. Texas
 drastically reduced its public school budget by 5 billion in 2011 instead of raising taxes (Castro, 2011). School districts then had to cut art programs, fire teachers, and figure out how to improve test scores with limited funding. Technology often moves to the bottom of the priority list when schools have to decide between new computers and larger student-teacher ratios. Furthermore
, the failure of some high-profile tablet pilot programs in Los Angeles and North Carolina would give many districts pause about making a similar high-cost folly; the Guilford County, NC school district spent $30 million to give all of its middle school students Android tablets only to experience numerous hardware malfunctions and screen breaks (Catalano, 2013).
 
However, Minnesota’s Byron Independent School District actually found that technology provided a solution to their budget woes.  To reduce costs, the Byron ISD decided to abandon textbooks and create their own math curriculum (Fulton, 2013). They used Moodle, a free, open-source platform, instead of purchasing an expensive learning management system, and by creating their own curriculum, they did not have to pay steep fees to a publishing company for physical or e-books.  
However
, even school districts that can afford technological innovations wonder if the investment will lead to improved student learning outcomes. As Justin Reich notes in Education Week, technology “has the potential to transform education for many students,” but he follows that with the reminder that “it is not a standalone silver bullet for improving outcomes” (2012, para. 1). He suggests that a rush to integrate technology followed a study commissioned by President Clinton in the late 1990s that recommended the use of educational technology despite the lack of evidence for outcome improvement. Without carefully considering the purpose of the technology and training teachers to use that technology effectively, he argues, technology will fail to have a real impact on learning (Reich, 2012).
The Byron ISD experiment suggests that that technology combined with a thoughtful pedagogy can have a positive impact on learning. Teachers realized that designing their own curriculum meant they could adapt the curriculum as needed; technology actually afforded them the opportunity to personalize their students’ education. Once a textbook is adopted, the schools are stuck with that curriculum until the next adoption cycle, but Byron’s teachers could make adjustments to a particular unit if the students were struggling to master an objective
. Many teachers also created instructional videos, which allowed students to watch videos from multiple teachers. If one teacher’s explanation of a concept did not help the student understand, another teacher’s approach might work (Fulton, 2013). 
Failure to provide students with the educational opportunities afforded by technology, particularly in underperforming school districts, will further widen the “digital divide” and increase economic disparity in this country. As Jose Ferreira, founder of the Knewton adaptive learning platform argues, “we can’t improve education by curing poverty. We have to cure poverty by improving education” (Ferreira, 2014, para. x). The best way to improve education is to increase student access to technology, and providing them with tablets will be an important step in that direction.
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�Good job identifying the opposing argument, and then creating a thesis statement that captures your rebuttal to that concern.


�Will your Final Project focus on a certain area of Texas? If so, it may be effective to build that information into the introduction/thesis statement so the reader sees your specific direction.


�Good use of a transition word in the middle of the paragraph to show connections between the ideas


�That is a compelling argument opposing technology!


�You may want to try to use a different way to transition here, since you used the exact same method in the previous paragraph


�That seems like a great way to meet the needs of classrooms with a variety of student learning abilities, since many classrooms must take an “integrated” approach where those who excel are learning alongside those who need extra help


�Was this retrieved from an electronic article database or website? If so, that information should be noted (e.g., Retrieved from Academic Source Premier)


�Good use of a “blog”....many blogs are unreliable, but this one is written by an expert in the field of education.





