
 

SAMPLE DISCUSSION POST:  
UNIT 8 
 
Please note that this is a sample Discussion post to help inspire and guide your own original 
writing of the assignment. Your assignment does not need to look exactly like the sample, as 
this sample is just a possible response to the assignment prompt. Be sure to review the reading 
and grading rubric, complete each task in the instructions, and contact the instructor with any 
questions. 
 
DISCUSSION POST: 
 
Introduction:  
Despite being one of the largest school districts in one of the nation’s largest cities, the San 
Antonio Independent School District received only an “academically acceptable” rating in 2011, 
which was actually an improvement for the district since it received “academically unacceptable” 
ratings in 2009 and 20010 (“SAISD Progresses, Earns Acceptable State Rating,” 2011; “Texas 
Education Agency,” 2012).  In order to improve academic performance, the district needs to 
provide every high school student with a tablet; this will encourage more learning outside of the 
classroom and increase mastery of skills. 
 
Approach: 
I know from this unit’s reading on introductions and conclusions that an introduction is crucial 
for setting the stage and getting my readers’ attention (Clements, 2011). I am never very sure 
about how I should open my paper, so I thought I might try the “attention-grabbing statement”  
approach. I really want the audience to be aware of the district’s deficient performance, so 
mentioning the low ratings the district has received in recent years might be a way to do that.   
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grading rubric, complete each task in the instructions, and to contact the instructor with any 
questions. 
 
RESPONSE POST: 

 
Hi Steve, 
 
I like the approach you selected for your introduction paragraph. Right now, though, the 
introduction seems a bit brief.  Might you explain the Texas ranking system in more depth? As 
Clements (2011) notes in the “Writing a Good Introduction” podcast, you want to give readers 
enough context to follow your argument.  “Academically Acceptable” doesn’t sound like a bad 
rating, but if readers knew that was the next-to-lowest rating available and “Academically 
Unacceptable” was the lowest, that might be a more compelling way to set up your argument. 
Also, I know when our family was about to move to another state that we spent a lot of time 
reviewing a “Great Schools” web site to learn more about the area’s schools. Their ratings system 
was on a ten-point scale, so if their score for the SAISD is really low, that might be helpful to 
include.  You can find their web site at http://www.greatschools.org.  
 
Another tip from this week’s reading that might be helpful is to vary sentence length (Clements, 
“Writing Powerful Sentences,” 2011). Your sentences tend to be pretty long, and sometimes 
readers can get lost. How about breaking up your opening sentence this way: 
 
San Antonio Independent School District is one of the largest school districts in one of the 
nation’s largest cities. Students in this district, though, struggle on state-mandated tests, leading 
to low ratings. The district’s “academically acceptable” rating in 2011 was actually an 
improvement for the district since it received “academically unacceptable” ratings in 2009 and 
20010 (“SAISD Progresses, Earns Acceptable State Rating,” 2011; “Texas Education Agency,” 
2012).   
 
Good luck on your final project! I know you will do a great job.  
 
Kelly 
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